THE CANADIAN
The tide of this collection is somewhat misleading. Not all of the documents are letters, and the extent to which the Great Lakes region can be considered part of 'New France' is questionable, given that French sovereignty in this region was neither uncontested nor unconditional.
The introduction provides a general, very traditional history of the French in North America, beginning with their arrival on the continent. It exaggerates French influence in the Great Lakes region, says litde about the native peoples who dominated this territory, and ends just as the sequence of documents begins. The documents themselves provide an excellent introduction to events and process in the Great Lakes region in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, especially French politics, the fur trade, and the 
